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Merry Christmas . . . 
(Photo courtesy jol* Productions, John Soehner) 

 
 
 

 
 
 

                    

Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 
www.mvar.ca    and   www.facebook.com  mvar 
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The President’s Message for December 2011 
David Biggs 

Seasons Greetings to all� 
 
Christmas is almost upon us and our Christmas breakfast is just around the corner. 
As usual there is not a December MVAR meeting but hopefully many of us will be 
able to make it that morning. Of course fingers crossed that when the big day arrives 
we may find something under the tree that ignites our railway passions!! Lets hope 
though its not a lump of coal. 
 
At our last MVAR meeting, Robert Watson, from the live steamers group, gave us a 

wonderful presentation. He is definitely very passionate about his hobby, and understandably so.   
Robert’s enthusiasm rubbed off on me as I had wanted to make a simple steam engine for some 
time, and after his presentation I started on that endeavour and I am having loads of fun in doing so. 
 
My stock of brass parts was limited but I managed to muster up most of what I needed, however, I did 
fall short. It turned out that was not a problem as some of our members offered to help out and also 
gave some constructive advice on how I might improve upon the design. 
 
As I’ve mentioned before, there is wealth of information and good will within our club to assist other 
members, so, take advantage of it. Here’s to the continuation of that spirit and to a constructive, 
happy and healthy New Year!!! 
 
-David 

 
Public Relations and Program 

Larry Skinner   
Each Saturday morning members, friends, and guests come out to the Gourmet 
Restaurant for breakfast and railroad social time. This is a great place to get and 
share ideas for building your railroad. We start arriving about 07:00h and we eat at 
08:00h. We socialize until 09:00h.   
 
On Wednesday mornings 6 to 8 members come out to Tim Horton’s in Almonte for 
café and our Railroad Social hour.  We start arriving about 09:30h and we meet 
until about 10:30h.   

 
Call another club member this week and get together for a house visit and see what they are 
doing with their layout or maybe make some suggestions. 2.. 

MVAR MEETINGS 
 
MVAR T-Trak Sub meets 2nd Thursday each month in Carleton Place Arena – 7:00 to 9:00 
MVAR meets 4th Thursday each month in Carleton Place Arena – 7:00 to 9:00 

Except - 
MVAR Dinner Meetings are in Christ Church (Anglican), Ashton – 6:30 to 9:00  ($20.00 
charge) 
MVAR Exec meets 2nd Wednesday each month at 9:00 AM in The Gourmet Restaurant in 
Carleton Place 

Visitors are always welcome – Come and join us! 
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MVAR Executive 
 

David Biggs, President 
 

 
 
 

dbiggs@biggsworld.com 

 

Ben Sanders, Treasurer 
  
 
 
bsanders@ucalgary.ca. 
 

 
David McCurdy, Membership 
Membership Dues  are $20.00 per year (Sept - Aug) which includes a FREE BBQ for members and a 
$5.00 fee for guests. Membership for 2010-2011 season was 47. The Regular meetings are held on the 
fourth Thursday of  October, November, February, March, April and May (Elections and the Reg Bilodeau 
Award ) at the Carleton Place Arena board room from 19:00h. The Dinner meetings are held on the 
fourth Thursday, September, January.  Social time 18:00 hr, dinner starting at 18:30hr at the Anglican 
Christ Church Hall in Ashton. The cost is $20.00  and menu is Roast Beef with all the trimmings, cafe, tea 

and desert. The business meeting follows the dinner then the evening’s program. Guests are always welcome but 
reservations are required for the dinner meetings. There is NO cost for the regular meeting with cafe and 

refreshments available at the arena canteen..dmccurdy@sympatico.ca 

 
Rod Goodwin, Webmaster  
To all members who have web pages; You can have your link posted  on our website. 
TO ALL MEMBERS CHECKOUT THE WEB SITE FOR ACTIVITIES THAT THE MEMBERS WILL BE 
HOSTING.  
wingood@sympatico.ca 
 

 
Ron Legge, Secretary/Archivist 
 
leggerh@sympatico.ca 
 

 
 

David Reis, MVAR Librarian  
David’s working on a listing that Rod can publish on the MVAR Website. That way, if you are researching 
some aspect of railroading and you see something listed in the library that you think might help, you can 
get in touch with David, either by phone or by e-mail, tell him what you are looking for , and he can arrange 
to meet you at the next breakfast session, MVAR meeting, etc. and you can get the magazine, book, or 
video that you were looking for. gumbyreis@gmail.com 

Larry Skinner, Public Relations, Programs and RailLink Editor    
Please remember that this is YOUR club and if YOU want to make it exciting and active it is up to YOU to 
do so. My part is simple – take over a fully developed newsletter model and put your inputs into it.  This 
year promises to be a busy one with many new programs and events already in the works or in the 
planning stages. Please send your thoughts, pictures and articles to me for RailLink. This is an important 
way to really make MVAR you railroad club! lskinner@storm.ca 
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 CN 593 from Scratch - Chapter Three 
 
(This is the third installment chronicling the ongoing saga of Mike Smithson’s magnificent ½ Inch 
Scale model of one of CN’s narrow gauge Pacifics that once pulled the famous “Newfy Bullet” back 
and forth from St, John’s to Cornerbrook. Mike will continue his story in future installments. See 
October & November 2011 for the Chapters One and Two.) – RailLink Editor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do you go from the photograph below to the drawing following it.. Well you probably don't! There 
are very few points of reference on the photograph that can be used to determine the size of any 
other objects in view. Look at the drive wheels, they are 52” in diameter but on the photograph they 
all show a different size, getting smaller as they are further from the camera. The smoke box front is 

in full view but even with an actual 
measurement of its diameter it 
would be difficult to use this as a 
reference for the width across the 
steam chest.  How would the 
length of the catwalks be 
determined? Well zip on down to 
the text below the engineering 
drawing and look at the photograph 
immediately below that drawing. 
This photograph was made 
specifically to make it easy to 
extract dimensions but don't write 
off the previous photograph, it is 
still very useful for reference as to 
where things are in relation to each 
other. 

Compare the two pictures below, they look similar but look closely at the wheels under the tender and 
the lead truck.  The wheels on the top picture are all perfectly superimposed i.e. the wheels toward 
the camera perfectly hide those further away which is not so in the picture below it. 
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Yeah, I know the bottom picture is not a photo I couldn't get far enough back from the locomotive to 
take a picture but believe me it shows exactly what you would get if a camera were used. Needless to 
say the simulated picture shows distortion and once again any dimensions derived from it would be 
suspect.  
 
Attention! Those of you who have been paying attention will note that I said I could not get far enough 
away from the loco to get a side on picture but the real picture above is a side on view! The picture is 

a composite of 7 pictures done in not quite 
panorama style. I was able to get far 
enough back from the loco to take the 
seven pictures. The illustration to the left 
shows the positioning of the camera for 
each of the 7 exposures. Each exposure 
is made from a position at exactly right 
angles to the locomotive. The camera is 
moved exactly parallel to the locomotive 
an exact distance. The seven exposures 
are stitched together with enough overlap 
to nearly eliminate any parallax effects. 

Joining the pictures so as to preserve horizontal accuracy requires careful observance of features on 
the surfaces of the locomotive and so long as these features are properly overlapped each panel 
ends up the correct distance along the path traced by the camera.  You cannot stand in a central 
position and take 7 exposures, joining those pictures would useless. 
 

Illust

This shows the 7 camera positions that will provide 7 pictures 
that can be stitched together to make a composite picture that 

has minimal parallax error 
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All this fiddling around with photographing from exact distance and angles might seem unnecessary 
effort when dimensions were also taken.  Noting down measurements isn't much fun, it's time 
consuming and difficult to note down all the required dimensions while keeping them in useful order 
it's simply easier to use a mix of dimensions and photographs.  Few depth measurements would be 
derived from the photos anyway. Incidentally most of the dimensions end up being derived from either 
the photographs or the on going build up of drawings, sort of like pulling ones self up by your boot 
straps. Some front on pictures were taken facing the smoke box, these have be used directly for a 
few measurements.   
 
- Mike Smithson 

 

RR from the Web 
 
This link’s not a train but Bob Carswell says “You gotta watch this . . .” 

http://www.wimp.com/tiniestengine/ 

Christmas Trains . . . 
 
What could be better this Christmas than a Model Train Holiday! This month turn on your speakers 
and have a look and listen to these great Christmas train clips. 
 
http://www.squidoo.com/model-train-christmas 
 
“Model Train Holiday 
It used to be a family tradition. 
A model train making its way around the Christmas village, tucked in folds of white cloth under the 
Christmas tree. The legend of the Christmas tree train lives on...  sometimes even grander than ever, 
as these videos, pictures, and stories show.” 
 
Holiday Model Train  
An Old time Christmas 
Mix realism with whimsy and you create a sense of nostalgia. 
 
Christmas Model Train Display  
When you consider your model train display for Christmas, think in three dimensions. Hills and 
mountains add layers and interest to your display. This is a great example. 
 
Model Railroad Christmas  
 
Make your own Polar Express 
 
And on and on and on . . . . 
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Along the T-Trak Sub . . . 
 
We’re looking forward to a great meeting this month with Bob Carswell doing a clinic on Patterns, 
Moulds and Castings. Meeting date has been changed to 15 Dec 2011 – Come out and enjoy! 
 
New T-Trak Web Page   
 
If you haven’t seen it lately, have a look at the T-Trak Sub’s new web page.  This page was created 
and is being maintained by John Allen and is fully integrated with an easy link on our main MVAR.ca 
website by our webmaster Rod Goodwin. Together, this is a winning combination! John has done a 
marvellous job setting up the page, photographing all of our modules, setting up T-Trak specific links, 
etc. The page currently has the following tabs: 

• Introduction (7 Nov 2011)  
• MVAR T-Trak specs (21 Nov 2011)  
• Members modules (1 Dec 2011)  
• Members layouts (7 Nov 2011)  
• Tools for shows (7 Nov 2011)  
• Show archives (7 Nov 2011)  
• Useful links (7 Nov 2011) 

 
Well done, guys! This is a great way to show 
us off! 
 
(Editor’s Note: Here’s a picture from the T-Trak 
Sub Web Page Show Archives showing the 
Sub at Mississippi Mills at a Glance in 
September)  
 
 

North Bay, Ontario Railroading Adventures - June 2011 
 
 

Railroading covers a vast area of interests from the real trains operating daily, to modellers who with 
great imagination create wonderful train layouts, and also those historians capturing the past 
treasures long forgotten. I guess my interests in the hobby of railroading are all of the above. 
Adventures are there for one to enjoy and with a recent purchase of a recreational vehicle, I decided 
to enjoy nature and search out trains. This article is a blend of history and model trains inter-twined 
and although we like articles geared to model those trains, many of the ideas are driven from the real 
stuff.  
 

Remembering camping in North Bay, Ontario a long time ago, which was a railroading city then, I 
headed in that direction. The RR landscape of the past with the CPR, today is been replaced by the 
Ottawa Valley but is still the hub for Ontario Railways. The economic situation has vastly changed the 
traffic though, as the OVR was struggling and the ONR which had as many as 10 trains daily, now is 
reduced to a mere 2 freights and 2 passenger daily. I did see however the local day-liner by VIA Rail 
to Sudbury as it crossed the main highway to points North. 
 

So my campsite was near a park which was frequented by a local bus. Being venturous and realizing 
it was cheaper to pay $2.25 per trip by bus than to drive my gas-guzzler RV all around, I took the bus 
to the transit terminal. Departing the bus I was excited to see the former CPR Railway Station. Now 

Go to MVAR.ca and click on the T-Trak Sub logo 
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the last time I was there, many tracks were present and I had taken a photograph of a GP-9 unit 
across these tracks. I rushed to the station but my memory of years ago faded quickly as the tracks 
are all gone. 
 

Local Facts to know: 
The CPR station, a two-storey limestone and sandstone clad building, influenced by the Richardson 
Romanesque style, was designed by the CPR Engineering Department and was constructed in 1903 
with a major compatible addition in 
1943-44. The exterior and select 
elements of the interior are protected 
by an Ontario Heritage Trust 
conservation easement. The property 
now functions as a local museum. CP 
Rail operated passenger service out of 
this station until 1986 when it was 
eliminated after being assumed by VIA 
Rail. 
 

By 1908, the importance of the North 
Bay facility as a transfer point was 
diminished by the CPR's decision to 
build its own line from Toronto to its 
trans-national line via Sudbury, 
bypassing North Bay. The station 
remained a hub, however, serving as a 
union station for the CPR's mainline traffic and as the depot for both the Grand Trunk and 
Temiskaming and Northern Ontario (T and NO) Railways until 1921 when Grand Trunk and T and NO 
services were transferred to the Canadian National Railway station. From the station's inception until 
1959 it also served as the district divisional headquarters housing CPR administrative offices.  
 

Character defining elements that contribute to the heritage value of the North Bay CPR Station 
include its: 

• role as North Bay's third CPR station, CPR district divisional headquarters  
• role as a union station for the Grand Trunk and Temiskaming and Northern Ontario Railways 

prior to 1921 
• regular, rectangular, two-storey plan, seven bays in length and two bays in width 
• bell-cast, hipped roof with shallow eaves 
• masonry construction with irregularly coursed, rock-faced, light-coloured limestone cladding 
• dark brown coloured sandstone detailing comprising the window and door surrounds, 

voussoirs, window mullions, sills, lintels and pilasters 
• triple assembly windows 
• rounded, multi-pane transom lights of the first storey 
• pent roof that encircles the building atop the first storey with heavy timber, triangular braces 
• square sided bay windows of the first storey 
• multiple (8) exterior doorways 
• situation at the base of Ferguson Street and alignment with the centre of the street 

 
The journey continues: 
After taking some memorable photos on the Waterfront revitalization project and the station itself, I 
ventured inside and received another treasure.... a Museum. I was greeted at the door by a lovely 
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hostess who asked about my train interests, and a G scale train lead by CPR 1401 came thundering 
around the room on a elevated platform. I felt like the kid in the candy store when the hostess noticed 
me trying to capture a photograph of that moving train, and handed me the remote to operate it and a 
smaller train which came around before the first had cleared.  
 

As I ventured inside with this remote, many train artefacts greeted me from models of steam 
locomotives in display cases, a real train cab engineers console and even model planes. Many 
excellent photos of this roundabout train were captured, before I had to hand over the remote as a 
couple of bus tours were pending, At least my adventure did not have the obstructions of people. 
 

As I departed the museum, the hostess told me that I should venture a few blocks and see the 
steamer #503 and a former SIG TEE Northlander of earlier days, which will be placed on display in 
front of the CPR station on special tracks after restoration of the grounds is completed. So I have 
done some research and it is as follows: 
 
Steamer #503: 

It was built by the Canadian 
Locomotive Company, Kingston, 
Ontario in 1930. It was originally 
numbered 144 while serving the 
Temiskaming & Northern Ontario 
Railway but was renumbered 503 upon 
becoming part of the Ontario Northland 
Railway. It is a steam-driven 2-8-0 
type. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIG TEE – Northlander: 
Originally built in 1957, these unique 
trainsets (classified RAm/DE) were 
operated by Switzerland and the 
Netherlands in Trans-Europ Express 
(TEE) Train service from 1957 until 
1974 on train TEE I. 
The trains consisted of a power coach, 
a passenger car, a restaurant car and a 
passenger car with driver's cab, making 
it a push-pull train. 
These units were fitted with three diesel 
engines: two 1000 h.p. diesels 
powering the generators for the electric 
traction motors, and a third 300 h.p. 
diesel for the generator supplying on-
board electrical needs including air 
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conditioning and kitchen equipment. The power trucks on these units utilized the rare six wheel 1Bo-
Bo1 configuration.  Every two of three axles in each bogie were fitted with an electric traction motor 
while the other axles were idlers to reduce of the total axle pressures on the rails. The other three 
coaches were built in Neuhausen, Switzerland by Schweizerishe Industrie-Gesellschaft (SIG or Swiss 
Industrial Company) using their experience building local 'Leichtstahl-I'-coaches, from which their 
distinctive 4-wheel trucks were derived.  
In 1976, the Ontario Northland Railway (ONR) acquired all four of the remaining trainsets (Number 
501 had been lost in a wreck) for use in their new Timmins-Toronto express service.   They were 
originally numbered 1900-1903, but soon after were re-numbered 1980-1983 to avoid confusion with 
Canadian National Railways (CNR) locomotives numbered in the 1900 series when they ran on CNR 
tracks between North Bay and Toronto.  The train was called The Northlander and began testing and 
promotional service in May 1977.  The trains were capable of relatively high speed (up to 140 kph or 
approximately 90 mph), although given the conditions of the northern Ontario tracks and the CNR line 
to Toronto, they rarely if ever achieved their potential velocity.  Instead they were run up to 70 mph, 
10 mph quicker than the allowed maximum speed for regular trains. The trains were not run in the 
push-pull service they were capable of as the ONR determined, for reasons of passenger safety and 
to minimize the effect snow-covered rails could have on the train, it would be best to run the trains 
power coach forward when running in passenger service. 
By 1980, the original locomotives were retired and replaced by North American built GMD FP-7A's 
(ONR 1502, 1509 and 1521) pulling the original coach consist.  In addition to paint alterations to 
match the rest of the train, the new locomotives were somewhat taller than the original power units, 
thus a faring was added to the rear of the FP-7's. 
 
In closing, the museum hostess told me of Carousel Park on the waterfront, which is linked by a 
walkway from this CPR station as a part of the Waterfront Park Project.  A ride-on-train is there and 
will be presented in another article...soon.  
 
-John Morin 
 
 
 
 

For Sale  
St Lawrence Division 

Switching Module  
After 10 faithful years of service, the club 
has decided to retire the SLD Module 
from active service and are placing on the 
block for sale. This will be a perfect 
opportunity to either make a solid entry 
into the hobby or add a challenging yard 
to your current empire. We have not set a 

price on it (though there is over $600 invested) but have chosen to leave it 
up to you to assign a value to it. Sort of like a blind auction. If you are 
interested, please contact Grant Knowles (613) 825 - 5438 with your offer. The best offer received by 
December 15th, 2011, will take it home.  Delivery can be provided in the greater Ottawa, Ont region. 
(From the SLD website) 
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Coming Events 

 
Thurs, Dec 15 – MVAR T-Trak Meeting - Carleton Place Arena – 7:00 PM 

• Clinic: Bob Carswell - Patterns, Moulds and Castings 
 
Sat, Dec 17 –  MVAR Christmas Breakfast at The Gourmet in Carleton 

Place 
 
Thurs, Jan 26 – MVAR Dinner Meeting – 6:30 PM Christ Church (Anglican),  
   Ashton 

• Diorama Contest Launch – Bob Carswell 

• MVAR HO Trak Module Clinic #1 – Larry Skinner 
 
Wed, Jan 11 –  MVAR Executive Meeting – 9:00 AM at The Gourmet 
 
Sat, Sun, May 5,6 2012 Ottawa TRAIN EXPO 

 
MVAR 25

th
 Anniversary Celebrations TBA soon 

Please tell your ideas to your club executive 
 

To all our friends in MVAR, and to railroaders 

everywhere, Merry Christmas 
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